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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PETRI).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 17, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable THOMAS E.
PETRI to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Eternal Father, our Guardian and
Stay, protect and guide America’s
military forces as they face the perils
of combat. Strengthen their officers
with wisdom and right judgment. May
their families know that their coun-
try’s citizens stand by them with pride
and with our prayers.

As Congress addresses the issues of
governance this week, be with all the
Members of the House of Representa-
tives. May every Democrat, every Re-
publican, and every independent think-
ing Member come together under the
banner of civility to seek only the best
answers to the deepest problems facing
this Nation.

May people across this Nation rejoice
in the realization that this institution
is truly government of the people, for
the people, and by the people, today
and every day. This we ask of You as
our Sovereign Guide now and forever.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, Speaker pro
tempore ToMm DAVIS signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill on Friday, October
7, 2005:

S. 1858, to provide for community dis-
aster loans.

———
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to

meet at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow for morn-
ing hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

A CONSTITUTION FOR IRAQ

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, once again de-
mocracy has trumped anarchy, chaos,
and terror. The Iraqis, 61 percent mind
you, went out and voted for a new con-
stitution. The Kurds, the Sunnis, and
Shiites have formed a new democracy
in Iraq. Those cynics, even those in
this House who say the Iraqis are not
competent to have a republic, have
once again been proven to be the igno-
rant.

I was in Iraq this January and wit-
nessed these proud people yearning to
be free. The United States presence in
Iraq is serving two purposes: we are
fighting and winning the war on terror,
and we have helped to establish a de-
mocracy, a free nation in that land far,
far away.

Even though there are those who
have the French mindset and want us
to cut and run, we will not do so. We
will not run from duty and democracy.
When our noble cause is completed and
the terrorists are on the run, and when
the Iraqis can protect their own na-
tion, our troops will return to these
shores.

To those pacifists that cry, Peace,
peace, at any price peace, there can be
no peace as long as there is some
American somewhere dying for the rest
of us. That is just the way it is.

———

IRAQ CONSTITUTION VOTE
(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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